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TRAVELLERS’ TECHNOLOGY: Taking the guesswork out of greener travel
HOW green is my airline? That question is now being asked by more and more travellers, and US travel data management company TRX has come up with a systematic way of answering it.

The Georgia-based company has just launched in Europe its Carbon Emissions Model (CEM) software, which enables companies to analyse the carbon footprint of their employees’ business travel and compare it with industry averages. CEM also shows which airlines are the lowest carbon dioxide emitters, enabling users to switch carriers or change corporate travel patterns to reduce their impact on the environment. 

The software calculates the amount of CO2 a company’s travel produces. It matches company travel information such as routes and airlines with worldwide flight schedules and aircraft and engine information, including size, type and age of the aircraft, engine type and number, and average load factors. 

“On a flight-by-flight basis the decision to use one airline or another does not have a dramatic impact to CO2 emissions,” says TRX general manager Scott Gillespie. “But when you look at annual airline sourcing decisions, corporate travel managers can contribute very positively to reduced CO2 emissions. Even if corporate travel managers use the tool simply as a tie-breaker between two competitive airlines, it is a great start.”
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