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Broadband growth slows in Europe – survey
The take-up of new broadband Internet lines in Europe slowed in the six months to October 2006 to 7 percent from 23 percent in the six months before, and new telecoms operators on Thursday blamed less competition.

Some 68.4 million homes were connected to the Internet via an always-on broadband connection by October 2006, up from 64 million lines six months earlier, according to the European Competitive Telecommunications Association (ECTA) survey.

The ECTA groups the new telecoms operators that compete with the former telecoms monopolies, so-called incumbent operators.

"Incumbents have clawed back market share in a number of key markets, including a substantial increase in Europe's broadband hotspots, Denmark and Finland, as well as in France," ECTA said in a statement.

ECTA said it believed the slowing take-up was due to less competition. In some countries the former monopolies have been buying up smaller broadband Internet providers.

"A notable trend was the continued substantial increase in incumbent market share in Denmark, Finland and France," it said, adding that the overall retail broadband market in the European Union member states remained stable at 46 percent.

In a separate study by independent market researchers SPC Network early last year, Denmark had the highest proportion of broadband lines, at 22.9 percent per individual and Greece the lowest with just 0.7 broadband lines per citizen.

If all European markets had the same level of competition as Sweden, with 14.9 percent broadband penetration, 20 million additional European broadband lines would be sold, SPC then said. 
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