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Greece Is Last In Broadband Use Among 15 EU Nations – Group 


Greece has the lowest rate of broadband Internet use among 15 European Union countries examined in an industry report released Wednesday. 

The report, by the European Competitive Telecommunications Association, monitored broadband use from the third quarter 2006 to the first quarter 2007. 

Broadband is used by only 6% of the Greek population, the report said. 

The Netherlands came first for broadband, with 33% of its population signed up. Denmark came second with 32% broadband penetration. 

Overall, the report noted those countries that have made the greatest efforts to unbundle local loops and force competitors to share their networks - such as the Netherlands, Denmark, Finland, Sweden, the U.K. and France - are among those that have made the greatest gains in broadband use. 

This lends additional support to a proposal widely expected to come from the European Commission in October. Concerned about low broadband adoption in some countries, the commission is set to issue a call to empower national telecom regulators to force partial breakups of large, dominant national operators. 

The commission says this power would help regulators to ensure national operators are following E.U. rules on granting network access to competitors. 

Ecta's head of regulatory affairs, Ilsa Godlovitch, agreed. 

"We potentially have the key in Europe to achieving world-beating levels in broadband," said Godlovitch. "But we're missing an opportunity in Europe, and that's because not everyone has opened their markets to the same degree." 

The report published Wednesday includes data for the 15 E.U. countries that were members of the 27-nation bloc prior to 2004. 
Also in:




Publication: Dow Jones cont…
Date: 05 09 07

Media Type:  Online

Source:  Press release and briefing
----------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------
















