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Europe broadband access up 16 pct in 6 months

The take-up of broadband Internet lines in Europe increased by 16 percent in the six months to March, new telecoms operators said on Tuesday in a report calling for more competition in the sector.

Some 84 million homes were connected to the Internet via fast broadband in the European Union’s 15 oldest member states, up from 73 million six months earlier, a survey by the European Competitive Telecommunications Association (ECTA) showed.

ECTA groups new operators that compete with former telecoms monopolies, so-called incumbent operators. It lobbies for more access for newcomers to incumbents’ networks and says increased access to broadband shows this helps competition. 

"Success in many of the high ranking countries in Europe can be attributed partly to local loop unbundling, the process whereby competitors rent the last mile from the national telecoms incumbent and offer their own broadband services to consumers," ECTA said in a statement.

ECTA wants the 27-nation EU, as part of an overall review of its telecoms regulations, to give national regulators the right to impose a split between the networks and services divisions of operators when necessary to increase competition.

The European Commission is set to propose allowing national regulators to force such a separation without divestiture of assets, as a remedy for persistent competition problems, a draft of a proposal to be unveiled in early November showed.

"We believe it would be beneficial in most cases," ECTA said in its report.

