SITA to market runway debris monitoring system for Stratech
Nicholas Ionides, Singapore (08Jul08, 08:16 GMT, 225 words) 
IT and communications specialist SITA is to help market the iFerret runway debris monitoring system for Singapore-based Stratech Systems.

Stratech says in a statement that SITA has been appointed as its “global value-added reseller” for the iFerret system. The agreement will see SITA marketing, selling and deploying the system at commercial airports operated by its members or customers.

It says four airport runways are targeted for the first year and another 12 the following year.

“This partnership is significant for both parties as Stratech will leverage on SITA’s sales and marketing prowess to market its award-winning and innovative iFerret globally. SITA, on the other hand, will have a breakthrough runway surveillance system to bundle with its other solutions for early deployment at the commercial airports,” says Stratech.

“Both parties are looking at the potentially huge market of over 3,800 International Air Transport Association-listed airports. This does not include the military airbases and aircraft carriers around the world which will benefit from the iFerret system tremendously.”

Stratech in February announced that Singapore’s Changi Airport had placed a launch order for the runway surveillance and foreign-object and debris detection system, which uses image and video capturing devices and intelligent software to identify runway debris that could pose a hazard to aircraft.

The iFerret’s main competitor is the radar-based Tarsier, which was developed by UK research group QinetiQ.

