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Airlines are struggling to find their way
through the regulations governing the
Emissions Trading Scheme

ARTICIPATING IN A TRADING SCHEME
to offset the potentially damaging impact of
carbon emissions caused by air travel is a noble
ambition. Transposing this ideal into reality,
however, is proving to be as contentious and difficult as
airlines warned it would be back in September 2005 when
the European Commission set out its first proposals to
bring aviation into the existing Emissions Trading Scheme
for stationary sectors. The preparatory phase has been
neither swift nor sure, causing some insiders to question
whether it will start as scheduled and how many
carriers will miss their deadlines as authorities themselves

have changed or missed the established cutoff dates.

each aircraft operator to a specific
member state for purposes of participa-
tion and compliance. Responsibilicy
for making those assignments rests
with the EC. The directive also obliges
the Commission 1o communicate the
baseline of historic emissions (the aver-
age aviation sector CO2 emissions for
2004/05/06) necessary to calculate the
number of free allowances o which each
operator is entitled.

“We begged and warned all along to
keep it simple and straightforward, but
the Commission never does it the easy
way,” International Air Carrier Assn,
DG Sylviane Lust complains to A TW
“The implementation is proving to be
utmm:essari]y complex; it is extremely
burdensome for airlines and it just adds
costs,” she says.

The directive including aviation in
the ETS from Jan. 1, 2012, assigns
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The Commission delayed releas-
ing the baseline after Europe’s airline
associations in June challenged the
methodology and process used by
Eurocontrol as well as its findings. The
EC confirmed to ATW thar it delayed
publishing the baseline from summer o
autumn because it “preferred accuracy
over deadline.”

The publication of operators and
their administering states also encoun-
tered some major hiccups. This lisc
(based on data provided by Eurocontral
using records of flight plans) origi-
nally was to have been published
in February, but the EC provided
l]['ll}' a Ffflimi.na]:‘r' li&r that PT{]\'Cd [ ‘

be incomplete and erronecous. The






