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Middle East carriers group to launch SITA emissions tool
David Kaminski-Morrow, Jeddah (18Oct09, 23:16 GMT, 240 words) 
Ten members of the Arab Air Carriers Organization (AACO) have agreed to be the first to deploy communication specialist SITA's new software for monitoring aircraft emissions.

The deployment, disclosed as the AACO members met for the organisation's annual meeting in Jeddah, is set to begin next month.

Middle East Airlines is among the 10 airline companies implementing the Aircraft Emissions Manager tool, which will allow carriers to track fuel-burn and emissions in line with requirements of the European Union's emissions-trading scheme.

"With SITA's assistance MEA was the first airline to submit the monitoring, reporting and verification plan to the responsible authority," says MEA technical operations chief Ossama Balaa.

The tool is also being introduced by EgyptAir, Oman Air, Yemenia, Kuwait Airways, Libyan Airlines, Syrian Arab Airlines, Royal Jordanian Airlines, Afriqiyah Airways and Jordan Aviation.

"We are convinced that the community approach adopted by AACO is a good strategy for facing an uncertain future when it comes to emissions-trading scheme regulations," says SITA environment programme head Frederic Falise.

"Any miscalculation in tonne-kilometres or any difficulty in proving accuracy can put in jeopardy an airline's ability to apply for their carbon allowance quotas."

Falise says the software tool aims to avoid problems of calculating and tracking emissions data to the degree required by the EU. He adds that the tool will also allow the data to be stored for the required 10-year period.
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