
OnAir Signs Deal With ECS To Design 737 Retrofit Kit 

OnAir last week chose ECS to develop a way to make its inflight cell phone system easy to retrofit and install on Boeing 737s, following a major deal with Ryanair. 

The contract covers all hardware adaptation, engineering development and management of the technical certification and approval process with authorities including the FAA and the European Aviation Safety Agency. Designed as an "aircraft-neutral system," the first Mobile OnAir system was tailored to fit the Airbus A320 Family of aircraft. OnAir is a joint venture between Airbus and SITA. 

The OnAir system will be used on a trial basis on Airbus narrowbodies flown by Air France, BMI British Midland and TAP Air Portugal starting in February 2007. The installation will be handled by Airbus. OnAir CEO George Collins told The DAILY in Miami at the World Airline Entertainment Association meeting that the certification and regulatory process are on track and approvals should come in time for the first trial. 

Ryanair, however, last month said it would skip the trial and jump into a complete rollout of the system across its fleet of Boeing 737s starting next summer (DAILY, Aug. 31). "Our in-depth knowledge of the Mobile OnAir system will help us develop a Boeing retrofit solution that retains as much commonality as possible with the Airbus implementation, to make it very maintenance-friendly for airlines," said ECS President Paul Smyczek. ECS won the contract following a request for proposal issued by Airbus in a "highly competitive bid." 

Work will be managed at ECS headquarters in Franklin, Wis., with Ryanair and potentially other customers expected to begin installation of the new retrofit kit one year from now. Installation will be done by airlines' own installation teams, or by third-party contractors, with ECS providing training and technical support. 

