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The pleasure — or pain - of
inflight mobile phone use came
significant step closer yesterday
as Ryanair, the Europoan lov.
cost carrier, announced plans to
oquip its floot with an onboard.
mobile service by next year.

“If you want a quict igh, use
another airline,” said Michael
O'Leary, chief executive. “Rya-
mair is noisy, full and we are
always trving to sell you some.
taing”

The airline announced a deal
with OnAr to equip s fleet of
‘Boeing 7878005 over the next two
oars, with tha fist calls being.
made in July next vear, subject
t rogulatory approval.

Air France plans to launch the
first trial on a single aircrafl in
February and further frials wil
b2 made by BMI British Midiand
and TAP Air Portugal in the sec-
ond quarter of next year. A rival
system developed by AcroMobile
is to be iried by Qantas on &
Boeing 767 on domestic routes in
Australia in early 2007.

Fliers worrind_ sbout lack of
sleep on longhaul flights can
rost oasy  at loast for part of the
time. Pilots can contral the serv.
ice and are likely to switch to
“silent” mode on night flights,
Dlocking calls but allowing texi
messages.

The systems are teing
lsunched just 35 Boeing prepares
to abandon Connesion, its own
loss-making inflight communica
tions service, which provides
internet and’ e-mails but not
‘mobile telephony.

Exicting in-flight sorvicos
using handsets fixed in the eabin
have failed to take off, with high
‘prices a significant deterren.

Verizon Communications said
in June it would cancel its US
service, which cost $399 for &
connection and $499 per minute
for calls to fixed lines.

Ryaair wil receive commis:
sion payments basad o the level
of phono usaga.





