
TriaGnoSys tests A380 Internet access software
SATELLITE connectivity technology provider TriaGnoSys says it has successfully completed tests of software designed to support Internet access on the Airbus A380.

This is the latest in a string of achievements by the Munich-based company in the past year. In February it unveiled a system that in the future will allow passengers to use third-generation cellphones operating at up to 384kbit/sec in airliner cabins. Last December it announced a teaming with PlaneBill of Italy on development of passenger connectivity billing systems. And just over 12 months ago the company was selected to develop the software for OnAir’s onboard cellphone system for the Airbus A320 family.   

Called TriaComMa, the A380 software suite is designed to give passengers and crew inflight Internet access via their own laptops or the aircraft’s IFE system and a variety of off-aircraft links, including Inmarsat’s Swift 64 and SwiftBroadband when airborne and Gatelink on the ground. 

Working with commercial off-the-shelf (COTS) applications, it can control all passenger, cabin crew and IFE data communications to and from the aircraft. “One of the key elements of TriaComMa is its accommodation of COTS applications,” says TriaGnoSys managing director Dr Axel Jahn. “This means that airlines can use either standard software or their own customised software without going through the expensive process of adapting it for cabin and satellite use. And new applications can be added very simply by reconfiguring the software.”

Passenger applications supported by TriaComMa software could include email and instant messaging through the IFE system, and broadband Internet access through laptops or the IFE system. Non-flight-critical crew applications could include all of these plus the transmission of IFE operational data, emergency applications such as telemedicine, electronic flight bag updates, baggage tracing, gate information, inventory control and cabin surveillance.

TriaComMa system management capabilities include automatic control of satellite link bandwidth, supply of quality-of-service data, communications prioritisation, security provision, and accounting support for the passenger applications. The suite will be made available for other Airbus models in the future.

