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Monaco Telecom to supply OnAir ground infrastructure 
PASSENGER connectivity provider OnAir has selected Monaco Telecom to supply the ground infrastructure for the onboard GSM service it plans to launch next year. 

As well as providing fixed and mobile communications, Internet access and television in the principality, Monaco Telecom builds mobile networks with local partners in niche markets elsewhere and offers satellite services in Africa and the Mediterranean region. Under an earlier contract it has been supporting OnAir development since the third quarter of last year.

The new agreement calls for the company to supply and operate ground components of the SITA/Airbus joint venture’s network, and help to secure roaming agreements with mobile operators and GSM service providers in Europe and other markets. “We are delighted to be partnering with a company that has built an unrivalled international reputation as the leader in developing bespoke GSM networks,” says OnAir CEO George Cooper.

OnAir now has the third major piece of its total infrastructure in place, having earlier selected Inmarsat for the air-ground link, and a team of avionics suppliers for the aircraft picocell and associated equipment. 

Calls made anywhere in the world from OnAir-served aircraft will transit a dedicated ground network supporting GSM core functions, roaming services and international gateway access. Monaco Telecom will also provide management, support and hosting services, and round-the-clock performance and fault management for all network components. Siemens, already contracted to provide the onboard picocell and channel selector, has been subcontracted to supply Monaco Telecom with elements of the network. 

Monaco Telecom will also help OnAir to build the portfolio of roaming agreements needed for the launch of commercial operations, and will handle financial and data-clearing activities in support of the service.
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