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Inmarsat names OnAir as first SwiftBroadband distribution partner
AIRBUS/SITA joint venture OnAir, which is planning to launch an onboard cellphone service next year, has been appointed as the first distribution partner for Inmarsat’s SwiftBroadband 432kbit/sec service.

Due for introduction in the middle of next year, SwiftBroadband will provide the air-to-ground link for the OnAir service, which will initially support GSM voice and data through passenger handsets before being expanded for Internet access via laptops.

“This new agreement with Inmarsat will help us control our costs and ensure that we meet the quality and pricing expectations of both passengers and airlines,” says OnAir chief executive George Cooper.

Inmarsat CEO Andrew Sukawaty adds: “OnAir is creating a whole new market. Inmarsat’s aeronautical services originally targeted long-haul twin-aisle aircraft, with low bandwidth limiting the offer. Now the development of lightweight, compact avionics is bringing broadband to the single-aisle, short-haul market.”
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