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Hi-tech border patrol

THE DEPARTMENT of Home Affairs has invested in a multimillion-rand system that wifi allow border officials at airports and other entry points to screen and prevent problem visitors from entering South Africa ahead of the 2010 World Cup next year The system, developed by a company that specialises in air transport communication and information technology solutions, Sita, is able to detect people with insufficient or flawed paperwork including suspected criminals, drug traffickers and trafficked people.

Home Affairs spokeswoman Siobhan McCarthy says the advance passenger processing (APP) system is the most progressive border management solution available today.

And South Africa joins a select group of countries that have already implemented this system of screening arrivals across their borders.

Introduced in Australia in the late 1990s to handle visitors to the 2000 Olympics, the system is now also used in Bahrain, Kuwait and New Zealand. Several other countries are to follow shortly The department has taken a stand in implementing such a solution, making South Africa the first country in Africa to comply with the international air   transport legislation requirements of advance passenger  information,  said McCarthy.

She said the system would help pre-clear travellers expected around 2010 and manage immigration functions at ports of entry, to protect the integrity of the country’s borders.

It would also help reduce corruption, protecting the integrity of Home Affairs.

The department has identified a number of issues in its border management system and processes that will be addressed by the system.

 There is a lack of information on the risk profile of arriving passengers;  The administrative burden of dealing with inadmissible passengers if high;  There is a financial burden for airlines when dealing with inadmissible passengers, including significant airline fines, as a result of the many incidents.

Volumes McCarthy says these issues were expected to worsen as traffic volumes increased, especially during the World Cup.

The new system would allow Home Affairs to extend its border control processes offshore, so that the decision to allow a passenger to board could be taken at the time of check-in. There, the information submitted by the passenger would be verified.

The system will also be applied to outbound flights.

It wifi cross-reference the advance passenger information against Home Affairs watch lists and provide the airlines with clear advice on the admissibility of the passenger McCarthy said of 41 airlines, 74 percent. had to date signed up to the system and this represented 89 percent of the inbound and outbound passenger traffic using South  Africa’s airports.

The department would continue to engage with the remaining airlines, she says.

Ultimately, Home Affairs hopes that the system will protect and enhance South Africa’s reputation internationally The International Organisation for Migration (IOM) has welcomed the new system, saying it is a positive measure towards managing migration and reducing the incidence and associated risks of human smuggling and trafficking.

The APP may also contribute to the fight against human trafficking by limiting the capacity of criminal syndicates to engage in corrupt activities at border posts, said Nde Ndikonlca, speaking for the TOM.

However, said Ndifonka, many traffickers use proper 1 travel documents to transport 1 their victims, before subjecting them to exploitation once in the country of destination.

Combating human trafficking at border posts entails raising awareness and training border and law-enforcement officials to identify possible victims and assist them as needed, Ndifonka said.

To report, or get more information about human trafficking, call the TOMs toll-free helpline number: 0800 555 999.
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