http://www.rati.com/frameset/frameset_f.asp?target=../news/news.asp
Air Transport Intelligence

Subscription only website



ComReg clearance last hurdle for OnAir launch on Ryanair

Mary Kirby, Philadelphia (26Mar08, 18:18 GMT, 376 words) 

OnAir in the next month expects to receive authority from Irish telecom regulators for its airborne mobile communication services, clearing the way for launch customer Ryanair’s roll-out on 25 aircraft shortly thereafter.

The Airbus/SITA joint venture says it anticipates the RyanAir launch will occur in the May/June timeframe, after Ireland’s Commission for Communications Regulation (ComReg) issues clearance.

Using Inmarsat’s SwiftBroadband, OnAir enables airline passengers to use their mobile phones and BlackBerry-type devices to send and receive text messages and emails, and to make and receive mobile phone calls during flights.

Progress has already been made by OnAir on a number of fronts. It has embarked on a single aircraft trial onboard an Air France A318 – initially supporting text and e-mail services. Installations on Ryanair Boeing 737s are occurring now, says a spokesman. Additionally, UK telecom regulator the Office of Communications (Ofcom) today gave airlines operating UK-registered aircraft the all-clear to begin carrying systems to enable passengers to use their mobile phones in-flight. Licences will be granted as an addition to existing wireless telegraphy licences, which are already on all aircraft for navigation and air-to-ground communication radio systems. 

The granting of the licence is subject to airworthiness certification of the airborne equipment from the European Aviation Safety Authority (EASA), which OnAir’s equipment received in June 2007, notes the firm. Ofcom’s approval follows that of its equivalent regulatory bodies across Europe and the world.

“We are delighted that Ofcom has given the green light for airlines to offer mobile communication services on UK-registered aircraft and in particular that Ofcom is seeking to make the process of applying for a licence a simple one. Ofcom has said that it expects the issuing of licences to start as soon as possible, subject to final European Union processes,” says OnAir CEO Benoit Debains.

“We will be working with our customers operating out of the UK, which include Bmi and Ryanair, to ensure the licences are in place as soon as possible so that they can start offering their passengers OnAir’s voice and data services. 

“This ruling also allows our other customers, including Air France and TAP, which fly over the UK but whose aircraft are registered elsewhere, to operate OnAir’s services in UK airspace, under established international principles on mutual recognition.”
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