



Glimmer of hope for in-flight wi-fi users
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OnAir, the company which is installing its mobile phone technology aboard Ryanair’s from next summer, has announced plans to introduce in-flight internet technology for long-haul services in 2008. 

The announcement comes the month after aircraft maker Boeing announced it would terminate its Connexion in-flight internet service by the end of the year, saying that demand had not materialised as expected. 

OnAir chief executive George Cooper is not concerned about Boeing’s failure. “OnAir’s proposition is different from Connexion by Boeing’s,” he told Times Online Business Travel. “The two companies have taken a fundamentally different approach to developing passenger communication services, from the very basics of the technology used, to the most fundamental element: the needs and preferences of the target market.”

OnAir’s system will use software from a company called TriaGnoSys, which last week carried out its first successful trials of the satellite technology involved. Its TriaComMa system was developed for the Airbus A380 and will give passengers access to the web through the in-flight entertainment system or through passengers’ own laptops.

